
 

       11 MAY 2018 

A day with exciting workshops introducing different aspects of  

Classical Civilisation to KS3 pupils and their teachers with a keynote talk by 

Professor Christopher Pelling, Emeritus Regius Professor of Greek,  

Oxford University 

 
Workshop 1 

“Myth and the city: foundation stories of Athens and Rome.”   Dr Ersin Hussein 

Myths which explain the origin and foundation of Athens and Rome, immortalised in literary texts, 

art and architecture, are some of the most famous and popular stories that have come down to us 

from antiquity. In this workshop you will be able to examine the rich and layered evidence relating 

to the naming of these cities, the role of the gods in their foundation and the deeds of associated 

heroes to explore their impact on both cities and what the memorialisation of these foundation 

myths reveal about civic identity and community in antiquity. 

 

Workshop 2 

“War and the Persian Empire.”       Dr Stephen Harrison 

What links the 300 Spartans at Thermopylae, the Athenian navy at Salamis, and the army of 

Alexander the Great at Gauagamela? The enemy - all were fighting against Persians. Stories of 

Greeks fighting against Persians have been celebrated for thousands of years, from ancient writers 

like Herodotus and Aeschylus, to modern blockbusters like 300, but the tale is almost always told 

from the perspective of the Greeks: Persians are presented as uncivilised barbarians and slaves to an 

arrogant king. In this workshop, you will get a chance to explore the Persians from their own 

perspective - how did they think about the world around them? What was the Persian Empire really 

like? We will look at Persian evidence, such as inscriptions (texts) and reliefs (images) to give you a 

different angle on the Persian Wars and ancient empires.  

 

Workshop 3 

 “Women and Heroes: ancient Greek myths of love and glory.”  Dr Catherine Rozier 

In this workshop you will have a chance to examine some of the most famous heroes from Greek 

mythology, through the eyes of the women who loved them. The stories of Hector and 

Andromache, Odysseus and Penelope, and Achilles and Thetis show us that the women of Greek 

mythology are just as complicated and intriguing as the great heroes they are associated with. You 

will be able to compose your own creative responses to these stories, giving a new voice to these 

millenia-old myths. 

 

Pupils will be divided into three groups and attend all three workshops in turn. 



 

 

Programme (timings to be confirmed to enable all pupils to arrive and depart within 

normal school hours): 

 

Welcome (20 mins)  Fulton House – Lecture Room A/Faraday K 

Workshop A (45 mins)  Keir Hardie Room 248 

Workshop B  (45 mins)  Keir Hardie Room 303 

Lunch (30 mins) – Pupils should bring their own packed lunch 

Workshop C  (45 mins)  Keir Hardie Room 431 

 

Keynote talk (30 mins): Professor Christopher Pelling  

“Why Classics?” 

Wallace Lecture Theatre 

 

14.30-14.45 Conclusion        Wallace Lecture Theatre 

 

During the first workshop, Professor Edith Hall and Dr Arlene Holmes-Henderson 

will be available to meet teachers to discuss and answer questions relating to the 

Classical curriculum and teaching Classics. 

 

 

 

For further information and bookings, please contact the organisers: 

Ms Maria-Elpiniki Oikonomou  m.e.oikonomou@swansea.ac.uk 

Dr Catherine Rozier   Catherine.Rozier@swansea.ac.uk  
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