CURRICULUM

| CLASSROOM |

THE CLASSICS

ANDREW CHRISTIE, Assistant Head at
Streatham & Clapham High School explains the
relevance of subjects rooted in the ancient world

atin is a language,
Dead as dead can be,
Firstit killed the Romans,
Nowit'skilling me.
This litle thyme s ofien used
to question the relevance of Latin in today's
Society. Does Latin continue to meet the

ole does classics have

developing 21st
century skills to equip our young people for
their future careers? At our school, we believe
Latin, Ancient Greek and classical civilisation
continue to have much to offer our pupils, who
all study Latin from Year Seven to
As Latin underpins much of E
vocabulary, the positive impact of learning
Latin on developing iteracy skils has long.

W
HOW IT’S RELEVANT
FOR TODAY’S PUPILS
« Latin and Ancient
Greek increase
aptitude in reading and
communication through
vocabulary acquisition.
+ Ancient languages
help us understand the
mechanics and structure

been recognised. When learning an ancient of language, from
language, yby . the modern languages to
it s ont o ook gl by bk oty ey oo computer code.
brought to life when a pupil suddenly realises  The benefit of earning Latin should b - Translating Latin and
that theres like ) improves
“dormitory’and the Latin localp Ourtesche

sleep) or that the words scribe’ ‘scribble’ and
“description’ al relte to scribere (0 write).
‘The structured nature of the language
0 hel

theirlove of the subject through songs, games

as it requires pupils to.

and even puppetry. s a joy
ymum. tres pori parvi (Three lite pgs)!

fogical thinking.

mechanics of language, both of Englishand ~ in Wi given d
ges. As Lat 1d

arenot linear like English, it like cultural and political wide variety of careers.

crackinga code. As pupils have to consider the  thought. Cl I ¢ -ci

everywhere, from Shakespeare to soap operas,
5o classics can lead to a richer appreciation of
the world we live n.

Inspired by the Advocating Classics
Education camy
UK secondary school pupils access to cassical
civilisation studies, our school has welcomed

spaign. which wants to give all

to some of the greatest
literature and art ever
produced.

« Classics gives us a
historical perspective.
which can inform our
view of today's world.
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in the subj  young pup

of

as possible acces °

“IT'S NOT HARD TO ENTHUSE

\ YOUNG PEOPLE when the
\mu[(Tm[u’.\ and differences between
the cultures ARE SO APPARENT

allusions in art, lterature,
film, politics etc.

+The cultures of the.
Greeks and the Romans
areinteresting.

Classics s fun!
T



